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(Characteristics of drawings of
childrenwith behavioral problems
ages ( 6 - 12 ) at UNRWA schools,

Irhid educational area )

fhildren drowings study plays a very important role in
contemporary psychological and cducational studies . It is
considered a means of measuring mental ability , a character

study ond an important factor in analizing the childs behavio?.

This study revealss an attempt of knowing the
cheracteristics of drawings of children with behavidéal problems
rges (6 - I2 ) . This Jordanian item is from UNRYA schools,
Irbid Area . The knowledge of these characters helps in
planning guidance and counseling programes for these children
and helps them in sultable edjustment .Vhat a problem child
exXpresses as behavioral types moy distingiish him in his

artistic- tond formality charateristics from the Adrawings of

a normal child.

fhe The problem the researcher aims to study is thet
behavidkal called o Hroblem behavior by the psychological and
cducational point of view, although the problem child gtill
takes part in the social life , but he is called as (aggressive,

antisocial , troublesome ... and other quolities that sbhnormal

bchavicurnl has.
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Consequently , this study cimed to ansower these two
questions
I. Is theré a significent difference between the
problem children drawings characteristics and normal children

drawings characteristics in Goodenough - Harris , 2

2. Is there o significent difference between the
problem children drawings choracteristies and normal children

drawings characteristics in free drawing . 7

The study item considred of two groups § the normal
oroup and the problem group . Fach group contained about 86 -

children ranging between 6 - I2 .

The problem group was chosen on the light of the
resulte of applying o list to control behavioural problems
for the children ranging 6 - I2 from Irbid Educationol Area
school. This list consists of five mnin aspects

I. Personal problems aspect

2. Social Problems aspect

3. Healthy problems aspect

4, School achievament and adjustment problem

aspect.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit

5. Minoncinl ond family problems aspect .

Each mentioncd aspects contoins eight perticl problemg

i



Normal children group was chosen from the elementary
classes of the same schools from which the problem children
group was chosen randomization taking into comnsiderstion the

equality in the age and the sex

The two groups represent children living in an
invironment with the same ccomomical income , housing and

schooling conditions .

The researcher has used Goodenough - Harris Experiment
in +this study to draw a man , a woman , and a child by &he
child ( boy and girl ) siming to discover the colour ,
linear and formal differences for both groups droawings

( the problem and normal groups ). Also he used the following
free drawing subjects in this study :

I. The family

2. Games I like to play

3. What fathers and mothers do

4.Things I'm afraid of

5. Things I like

6. Ymhat I doon friday

7. What I do after school

8. What I would change about my home

g. Work I like

I0. Pecople I like best

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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The ain of using freec drawing subjects ig to conclude
the characteriastics of drawing for both groups , the normal
group and the problem group ond to discover what subjects the

children coxpresged in thelr drawings

These subjects represent the most common aspects in
the children drawings'which may encourage children project
their social and individual emotions in pictures , lines ,
coloured , necmorous artistic'figures , 80 thot the distinguish
of differences is achieved between the normal children drawings

and thc problem children ones.

To conclude thc characteristics of bofh normal
children drawings and problem children oncs , & list has been

nrepared to analize the two group drawings

A random sample of about 20 drawings was chosen and
corrected by the rescarcher and two other well - experienced
corrects in children drawings alone to conclude corpecters
coefficient reliehility . The correction was about 84 %
and thot made the rescarcher adopt his correcction conditions

prepared in the list

Goodenough - Harris Expriment has been administered to
the two groups of the study sample after the same insructions

in the same experinent have been followed ;

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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The necessary comparisions between the drawings off the
sample study members wore made the comparisons results beoiween
the drawings of the two groups were provided in two lists
arranged on the basis of analysis of experiment itoms

and the lincar and formal differences of the eXperiment itsclf

The subjeccts of free drawing hawve been adminstered by
asking the children of the study sample to draw ten drawing at
& holf-week successive intervals and the rescarcher provided
the drawing subjects to the classes containing onec or more

mombers of the study sample.

The rcsults of using these two processes showed
significent differences hetween the characteristes of normsl

children drawings and problem children ones.

Firstly : As a result of using Goodenough - Harris
cxperiment there wos asignificent between the characteristics °
of normal children drawing and problem children drawing
concerning body drawings , showing the whole hcad and face,
uging rubbing , making additions to human figure, fimure
lensth , drawing size in the paver and the lines and the

arrangement in drawing .

In Goodenough - Harris experiment , normal children

drawings were in range of normal drawing and the body details

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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were clear .
The problem children drawings were distinguicsk:d by
clear decrease in the details off the head , the face and the
body , besides increase in rubbink , body height , ond the size of
gize of drawing in the paper with tickness in drawn lines
and clear disarrangement in drawing perts in the paper
Strange figurces were noticed in these children drawings zlthough

such drawings had the features of the human figure in thé drawing.

Secondly : In the subjcet of free drawing , the results of
using free drawing subjects showed significent diffcrences

between the characteristics of normel children drawings end

problem children drawings

The normal children drawings renging between 6 - I2
were distinguished by repeation, transparcnty , Llatness ,
omission, exaggeration in drawing parts of the hody the
combination of different drawings in one spacc , the
cotibination of places and times in one space too and extance of

the carthline and the sky line

The problem children drowings were distinguised hy
disarranged ciclelines , the cexistenace of symbols given certein
names by the children and drawn as limited schematic,
cicles , gquarters, triangles , diarranged repeation ond the

reliability of figure in different drawings, for examnl

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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to draw the same Tigure in all the free drawing subjects

The problem children drowings were also distinguised by
colour ineter with the clear use of the black and the red ,

besides drawing on the other side of the page .

The normal children drawings ranging between ( 9 - I2 )
were digtinguished by showing distinguishing marks for things
, for example , thoy showed clothes details , the realizing of
of thc farand near considering_tho rates between things as
to draw & near person on the paper bigger than a far ( a distant
one and alsc .they showed the stercoscopic dimebtionality

in their drawings .

The problem children drawings ranging between 9 - I2
by showimg the clear drawing for the human figure , dlthough
the details of the whole body were incomplete . But they
draw the human body without arrangement in the size of the
dravn figure , they are alsc distinguished by repecation ,

exaggarction, omission and the use of colour ineter,

Concerniné the items through free drawing , the children
expressed ., ,after making the necessary comparisons between the
normal children drawings and the problem children drawings , 7
it has been showe that there were clear differences in

the way the members of ecach sample expressed about the same

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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subjcct of drawing .

The normal children drew their family which consisted
of the father , thc mother , the brothers , the sisters =and
relativas while the problem children drawings were limited
on drawing some members of the family like the parents , the
brothers m and the sisters only in a hard numersl method.
also the members of the samplc study from the two groups
cxpressed their liking for ball games , junping , running ,
rope - polling , and toy gzomes with clear diffecrence in the way
of cxpressing Letween normal children drawing problem

children drawings

The children from the two <groups of the sample
study drew their fathets works such as ploughing, driving,
tade , teaching and home dutics with differcnt in the way

of expressing between the two groups drawings.

the normal children drawings of fear were
distinguished from the problem children ones.
The normal children expresscd their fear from the snske ,
the scorpion and wild animals like the wolf and lion and
the weapons lilke the planc , the canon , the rocket , the

kinife and pistol, and the night , killers and thiceves.

The Problem children drawing were distinguished by

their fcar from o snake ~nd some tame animals like & dog,

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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a cat and mousec , from car accidents, from a well, a grave ,

from , kidnapping, froa drunkcn, and from thorny wirces.

There was a clear diffoe. in the drawing of these things

by the two groups of the study sample.

The children of the two groups expresscd their like for netu

nature , toy games , ball games . running , jumping , rope |,

w swing, the riding for cars » trains, planes , ships and nlso

- Center gf Thesis Deposit

expressed their like for clothes, jewels, televion wetching,

study and “rawing .

The normal chiliren of the study sample drew their recturn fr
from school to home by washing their hand , chnging their clothes
» having food , preporing their lessons. After=that either

they o to play , study , draw or watch televsion

The problem children had their return from school with

having food then playing or watching television or sleeping.

Concerning the weekly holiday s the children of the study
sample from the two groups expressed that by playing hell

- games, toy games or gZoing on journey or vigiting relatives,
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friends snd helping the fomily in the work.

The children of the study sample from the two groups
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expressed through their drawings -~ their desire for the arrongement
arrangement of beds , clothes and 1 c¢lcaning house rooms s the

kitchen, the bathroom and the garden.

The normal children of the study sample liked teaching , me
medicine , nursing , chemistry and house work while the problcom
children of the study sample likcd driving ,cultivating,

trade, carpentry and carrying ar ns ..

The normal children and problem oncs liked their fathers '
moethers , sisters, brothers and some relativees like grandfather,
grandmother, uncle, aunt and they also liked their teachers,

friends, orphans and farmers.

The differencc seconed to be clear hetween the drawings

cf cach group of the study sample in all the subjccts of

the free drowings

The researcher attribtes the results of this study to
the problem behavioura the problem children suffer fron
end it's negative effect on the child‘'s adaptotion with his
surrouncing which the researcher wanted diagnosis of the types of
this problem behaviour for these children hy means of
distinuishing the charccteristics of their drawings from these of
the normal children, and remeding the problem behavicur by
means of drawing, by giving the problem child more chances of

free drowing hours and watching the chenge that may happen
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in some sides of his problem behaviour.

This study 1is considercd the first step for more coming
studics in order to reach a permanent and limited characteristics
for the problem children drawings ond +to make a counseling

programs for their children .
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